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IN  OKALIN'O  with  pointi  of  his- 
toric liitert^Ht  in  Newfjundlmid 
one  naturally  takes  the  places 
in  and  nround  St.  John's  first.  The 
premier  place  of  Interest  In  St.  John's 
Is.  without  a  doubt,  the  spot  on  which 
Sir  Humphrey  Ollbert  landed.  On  the 
Hrd  of  August,  1588,  he  entered  St. 
John's  Harbour  In  the  Delight  and  on 
the  4th  August  he  landed  and  had  a 
consultation  with  the  English  mer- 
chu::ti.  Upon  the  6th.  he  caused  his  torn 
to  be  set  up  on  the  site  of  an  hill  in 
the  view  of  nil  the  fleet  of  Englishmen 
and  strange's,  which  were  In  number 
between  thirty  and  forty  sail,  "then 
being  accompanied  by  all  his  cap- 
tains, masters,  gentlemen  and  soldiers 
I'o  caused  all  the  masters  and  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  shippes  as  well 
as  Englishmen  as  Spaniards,  Portugulu 
and  all  other  nations  to  repayre  into 
bis  tent  and  then  and  there  in  the 
presence  of  them  all  he  did  cause  his 
commissiou  under  the  great  seal  of 
England  to  be  openlle  and  solemnlle 
read  unto  them  whereby  was  graun- 
ed  unto  him  his  heyres  and  asaignes 
by  the  Queen's  most  excellent  Males- 
tie  many  great  and  large  royalties, 
liberties  and  privileges.  The  effect 
whereof  being  signified  unto  the 
Btrangers  by  an  interpreter  he  took 
possession  of  the  said  land  in  the 
right  of  the  Crown  of  England  by  dig- 
sing  up  a  turfe  and  receiving  the  same 
with  a  hazell  wand  delivered  unto 
him  after  the  manner  of  the  lawe  and 
customs  of  England.  Then  he  signi- 
fied unto  the  company,  both  strang- 
ers and  others  that  from  thenceforth 
they  were  to  live  in  that  land  as  the 
territories     appertayuing     unto     the 


Crown  of  Knglaiid  and  to  be  govern- 
ed by  uuch  lawi'H  an  by  good  advise 
nhould  he  set  down,  which  in  all 
points,  (so  neere  as  might  be)  should 
be  agrodable  to  the  luwes  of  England 
and  for  to  put  the  same  In  execution, 
presantlle  he  ordained  and  establish- 
ed three  lawes: 

1.  Establishment  of  the  Church 
ot  England. 

"2.  Any  attempt  prejudicial  to  Her 
Majesty's  rights  in  the  territory  to 
bo  punished  as  in  a  case  of  High 
Treason. 

"3.  Anyone  uttering  words  of  dis- 
honour to  Her  Majesty  should  lose  his 
ears  and  have  his  goods  and  ships 
confiscated. 

"All  men  did  verie  willingly  submit 
themselves   to   these   lawes. 

"Then  he  caused  the  Queen's  Ma- 
jesties Arms  to  be  engraved  and  set 
upon  a  pillar  of  wood  not  far  from 
the  tent  with  great  solemnity." 

The  landing  place  of  Sir  Humphrey 
Ollbert  1g  known  to  us  only  by  tradi- 
tion, but  it  is  almost  certain  that  it 
could  not  have  been  other  than  at 
the  Beach  which  was  then,  no  doubt, 
and  for  many  years  after  the  prin- 
cipal landing  place  for  all  ship's  boats. 
After  the  fire  of  1892  when  the 
wharves  along  the  water  front  were 
destroyed,  it  was  very  evident  that 
from  Harvey  and  Company's  premises 
west  to  Bowring  Brothers  there  were 
very  few  places  where  a  ship's  boat 
could  make  an  easy  landing.  Prowse, 
in  his  History  of  Newfoundland,  has 
a  foot  note  on  page  71  in  which  he  says 
"the  hill  would  be  probably  Garrison 
Hill,  the  centre  of  the  harbour."  I  do 
not  agree  with  Prowse.    At  that  per- 
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liiil  I  ir.srii  ih  ■  hli:  1  iih  ut  SI.  I  ••!  i 
wi'ii'  cdviT"!!  witli  wixxIm  uikI  only 
ihi'  IiikI  111  111!'  uiiIit'k  filKi'  tli'itri'il. 
(iiirrlH  III  Mill  wiiiilil  III'  tun  fiiy  away 
fni-   sii^Idfn   to  iitii'iid   a!ul   iIk'   trmilil"' 

•  if  cui'i'vliiK  t*-iil  mill  material  aMlinrt! 
vviiiilil  iiiaki'  lliiini'lii'iy  Meek  moiik' 
p!ai'i'  iif  I'a.sy  lU'i'fns.  Tliti  (lllls,  New- 
inaiiM,   Cjirlri'H   anil   olhiTs    wlm   w.to 

;.i'l'.',     iiiiiui-     III     till!     ;ii'V('lllt'UIIlh     <ril- 

tiiry  mill  s  uiic  wry  t'urly  In  the  cigh- 

t Ill     (')':  liny,     all     dvtti'i'lbuil     thu 

lli'arh  iH  till'  laiulltiK  plact'  of  Sir 
Miiin|.lir>  >  Clllit'i't,  anil  lUt>  tup  <>(  it 
.1.1   ihu    hill   on    wlikh   hU    it-n'.    \.  i  . 

•  •riH'Ird.  Till'  "lliMih,"  kn:iwii  ;:« 
I)iiuniiu''M  ('  ivi',  wan  Jimt  wosi  of 
wtuM'u  now  tlu>  (.'imtniii!!  KxuniliiiiiK 
■itKn'  sfainlif,  ami  mi  whl<h  •'  tin 
("ampliill  and  lliii'vcy  uiul  ('i)mi)aiiy'^ 
•vatriHldi'  pri'iiilsi  H  aro  tTi  cU'd.  Tlie 
laud  on  whiih  Ihc  Memorial  Monii- 
inuiit  !<tands  fornied  u  hill  whi.'h  ex- 
pended from  Duckworth  Street  ulmont 
1 1)  the  waters  ed.i;e.  Any  one  In  17!M) 
wlshliic  Id  <;o  irmn  (ilU's  preinlnts  lo 
Morri.-i'M,    wiiiild    have    lo    ko    hy    lli>; 

•  ilidwash  or  elm'  elimh  the  Heaeh  Hill 
and  K;)  up  by  the  '•middle  path,"  nnw 
DiU'kworlh  Sire:  I,  The  top  oT  this 
!l:'-t  muiiid  or  hill  was  easily  uceus- 
sible,  from  the  lieach.  on  its  west 
■ide,    and    in    iry    Kraiidtather's    early 

days  it  was  a  KaiheriiiK  plai\'  for 
tishernnn  and  flsiiery  servants  and 
the  s(  'ne  of  nuiiiy  a  faction  finht. 

The  pext  point  of  interest  is  the 
spot  on  which  Fort  William  stood.  As 
"arly  as  Hi'.S  a  fort  was  built  here  by 
.h?  lahibitaiits  as  a  plici;  whore  they 
niifiht  shelter  when  attacked  by  foes. 
This  fort  was  then  known  as  "the 
Kort"  and  subseiinently  styled  the 
North  Fort  When  a  fort  was  built 
I  n  the  suuth  side,  the  latter  was  call- 
ed the  South  Fort.  These  forts  were 
ouilt  and  manned  by  the  inhabitants, 
ai'.d  no  soldiers  wore  detailed  to  man 
.hem  until  lfi!>7,  when  Lieut. -Colonel 
ilaiidyside  and  three  hundred  men 
were  let"  at  St    .f'.hn's  for  the  winter. 


lohn  DovMiliiK  In  his  narrative  of  lti7<i 
>ia\ -I  lliai  i;iiii.H  weri'  inoiinled  in  u  fiit 
III  St.  John's,  mill  the  fort  was  siip- 
)ilieil  Willi  Niiiall  i.tUM  for  the  use  of 
the  tnlrilillanis  who  nianiied  the  fort 
William  DownliiK  and  ThoinuH  Uxforii 
on  behalf  of  the  itihabitaniH  of  St. 
.fi  hn's  p.'tltioiied  the  KiiiK  for  Iweiity- 
"Ive  Kiiiis  and  I  wo  hundred  Hiiiall  arms 
to  d.  fei:il  the  h  irboiir  and  some  Hmall 
iirins  to  defend  the  creek  Que  de 
Vide.  A  few  years  prtvloimly  <li> 
liiCJi  Ih  '  l>utch  had  attacked  St. 
Ji  hn's  and  destroyed  the  fort.  Thi.'t 
foil  was  uKain  rebuilt  hy  the  liihub- 
itai  IH  and  :iniither  built  on  llii'  South 
'  !de  cf  the  narrows.  In  Thiinton's 
map  of  St  John's,  dated  liJ,S!t,  the 
N'orth  Fort  is  shown  us  beliin  aboiii 
where  Fort  William  was  situated  and 
ihe  South  Fort  on  the  site  of  Fori 
.\niherst  at  the  entrance  to  the  Nar- 
rows. On  April  5th,  liiXU,  "Sir  Hi  be-t 
Uobinsun  uskH  leave  to  use  his  crew 
;ind  such  planters  as  are  willliiK  to 
.'uise  fortifieations  which  shall  be 
done   with   no  expense  except   a   llt'le 

randy  to  the  crew  for  labourlnx." 
"""his  was  in  all  probability  the  coni- 
m-Uiceinent  of  a  Fort  on  Ihe  »ite  of 
Vort  William,  and  it  appearK  to  hava 
I  eon  first  called  Fort  William  In  Itinfi. 
;n  Iti'.M!  the  French,  under  Ue  Brouil- 
!on  and  D'lberville  in  the  month  of 
\ovoml>^r.  reached  St.  John's  by  way 

f  Hay  Hu!1.4  and  after  taking  thn 
•uter  defjnf-es  attacked  the  Fort  into 
vs  hich  many  of  the  inhabitants  had 
fled,  and  finally  caused  them  to  sur- 
render. Th '  French  Chaplain  Ban- 
I'oin,  whos-'  M.  S.  Diary  1.-  in  the 
.•\rihlves  at  Quebec,  says  "Ihis  fort 
•vas  situated  on  tha  hill  to  th  >  north- 
vest,  commanded  on  ime  side  by  two 
'.eights  both  within  gunshot  of  it.  It 
.vas  square  in  shape,  with  four  bas- 
lions.  a  palisade  •  .ght  feet  high,  a 
covered  trench,  now  full  of  snow,  also 
■>  drawbridge,  with  a  small  tower  up- 
•'U  which  th;re  were  four  cannons. 
the     halls    for     which    weighed     tour 
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{KimiilH.  iiniltT  ihf  towpr  ihtTf  wbh  n 
rt'llnr  for  kufpltiK  minpowdiT."  Uv- 
I'lri'  vui'iitliiK  St,  Jnlin'H  the  Kri'tuh 
liiiriit  and  (IfHtroyi-d  everythlnx  move- 
al)lt>  and  itnniovuble,  tht-ru  wu-i  i.'ii  a 
Miilltiiry  buitdiiiK  left  NtuiidliiK  and  nil 
ihi'  fiirtM  w«Tt>  ra/.«'d  to  thi'  Kroiind. 
WIk'Ii  It  witH  too  late,  u  largH  Miiuail- 
roll.  undiT  Admiral  Norrls,  with  15oo 
•'"IdlerH  wore  Hcnt  out  In  1687  to  re- 
tap:  ure  Newfoundland;  they  fori.l  Si. 
■lohn'M  completely  almiidoned.  The 
-Ttlillers  were  set  to  work  at  once  and 
Kort  Wllllum  wa»  erected  on  tht-  site 
of  th*'  old  Kort  under  the  direction 
>f  a  Mr.  RIchardH  of  the  Royal  Hn- 
x'lneerH  Only  tho  palllHade  was  erect- 
<'<l  during  the  first  year,  bu;  between 
IfiK.s  and  17i)8  the  ramparts  were  faced 
with  brick  and  bomb-proof  parapets, 
Hiid  powder  maKazine.H  and  barracks 
were  erected.  A  Fort,  named  Fort 
'iPorRe,  was  built  near  the  waters  edge 
lue  South  from  Fort  William,  about 
where  now  stands  tho  office"  of 
Messrs.  Furncss  Withy  and  Company. 
;  nd  the  two  were  (-.innected  by  u  sub- 
terraneous pass.tKe.  All  the  work 
about  Fort  William  was  the  work  of 
KnKllsh  engineers  commenced  In  1697 
Olid  added  to  from  time  to  time.  In 
tO'J^  a  small  Church  was  built  within 
the  precincts  of  the  fort  In  which  tho 
Rev.  Jfhn  Jackson  officiated. 

In  February  1705  the  French,  i.nder 
Sibercase,  again  invaded  St.  John's, 
and  made  an  attempt  to  take  Fort  Wil- 
Miim  which  was  so  ably  defended  by 
Lieut.  Moody  that  the  French  return- 
ed to  Plicentia  after  pillaging  the  sur- 
'•ounding  settlements. 

In  December  1708  a  French  force, 
under  St.  Ovlde  de  BrouUlon,  arrived 
'iverland  from  Placentia  and  attacked 
St.  John's  taking  Fort  William  and 
Kort  St  George  and  compelling  the 
Rarrlson  at  Fort  Amherst  to  surren- 
der. The  forts  were  afterwards 
strengthened  and  for  forty  years  no 
attempt  was  made  by  the  French  to 
retake  St.  John's.     On  the  27th  June 


17i'«:',  four  French  shlpH  of  war  after 
takliiK  Kay  KiiIIh  iitipiared  off  ^^l. 
.liihn'M  Mild  cnptur.'il  II.  The  fortifica 
lliiiis  had  bi>fn  negloied  and  hut  a 
~imall  force  of  reguliirs  we)-'  In  charge. 
The  French  set  to  work  to  repair  the 
'lid  forlUlr.'itionH  and  erect  fresh  de- 
''ences  on  Signal  Mill.  ()i>  the  K  h 
September  Lord  Colvllle  wlih  n  fleet 
and  trunsiitirls  appeared  off  St.  John's 
landed  inoii  at  Torbay  and  proceeded 
to  attack  the  French.  They  were 
siiccesH'iil  and  captured  a  Freneli 
force  to  the  number  of  710,  the  French 
fleet  cf  five  vessels  es(':.|)lng  from 
St.  Johns  In  a  thick  fog.  ^)vur  slnco 
that  event  Fort  Wllllm  in«  been  un- 
■llHturbed. 

Fort  Townsherd  was  begun  in  17711 
and  finished  In  177!t.  From  17S0  to 
lS2!t  the  (Jovernor  had  his  dw  ■lling 
there.  The  Infantry  had  their  bar- 
racks and  the  Officer  Ctimmanding  his 
dwelling.  The  Artillery  Officers  and 
men  w'>re  housed  at  Fort  William. 
Queen's  Battery  situated  on  the  plat- 
eau overli.oking  the  Narrows,  at  an 
'ilevatlon  of  about  4:!0  feet  was  bt'giin 
in  nfili  nnd  enlarged  and  made  strong- 
er In  1S09.  The  only  published  re- 
cord of  the  building  of  forts  that  we 
nnve  is  contained  In  a  book  of  "Fam- 
ily Recollections"  written  by  Miss 
Durnford,  the  daughter  of  Lleut.-Uen- 
eral  Durnford,  an  eminent  officer  of 
the  Royal  Engineers.  The  then  Capt. 
Durnford,  who  was  stationed  In  Ire- 
land In  1808  was  appointed  to  the 
i'ommand  of  the  Royal  Engineers  In 
Newfoundland  to  repair  and  strength- 
en the  fortifications.  It  was  the  sum- 
mer of  180?  before  he  arrived  here 
in  the  transport  brig  "Britannia."  He 
immediately  began  the  re-copstruotion 
of  the  olu  forts  and  the  building  of 
come  new  ones.  Miss  Durnford  in 
writing  of  these  batteries  says  "the 
lir-covered  heights  overlooking  the 
entrance  to  the  harbour  of  St.  John's 
are  planted  with  batteries  rumantic- 
•\\\y  situated.    The  raging  surf  of  the 
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Atlantic'!!  billowa  dashes  aRainst  the 
onibrassures  of  Amherst  and  Chain 
Hock  batteries,  and  the  line  of  battle- 
ships, as  well  as  the  red  sail  t'isiiing 
Skiff  come  almost  within  arm's  reach 
of  the  cannon.  Mid-way,  and  cr.jwn- 
ir.B  the  eminence,  guns  commanding- 
'y  p;)int  from  Queen's  buttery  and  the 
lines  on  Signal  Hill.  Captain  Durn- 
lord  threw  up  fresh  batteries,  and  re- 
paired and  improved,  and  in  some 
(rases  entirely  rebuilt  such  as  were 
tailing  into  decay.  The  Queen's  Bat- 
tery and  a  large  block  house  on  Signal 
Mill  were  among  the  newly  construct- 
fd;  Frederick,  Amherst  and  Chain 
Rock  amongst  those  repaired."  CjI. 
Durntord  remained  m  St.  John's  from 
1809  to  1816  when  he  was  traus'nr  d 
to  Quebec  to  plan  and  carry  out  the 
strengthening  of  its  fortifications. 

Fort  Amherst.  A  Fort  appears  to 
have  been  constructed  here  as  early 
as  1623  but  it  was  not  until  1763  that 
it  was  made  formidable  and  was  then 
named  after  Col.  Amherst  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  troops  at  the  retaking 
cf  St.  John's  in  1762.  A  light  was 
first  established  thevs  in  1312. 

Fort  Frederick,  which  was  an  earth- 
v.ork  to  the  west  of  Fort  Amherst  and 
opposite  the  Pan  Cake  shoal,  was  re- 
constructed by  Colonel  Durntord  and 
fitted  with  ovens  to  heat  shots  to  a 
reu  heat  for  use  in  repelling  an  eneir.y. 

Chain  Rock  battery  at  the  narrow- 
est part  of  the  entrance  to  the  har- 
bour and  opp.isite  the  Pancake  shoal 
was  merely  an  earthwork  for  many 
years.  Colonel  Durnford  repaired  it 
with  stone  and  built  a  bomb  proof 
there.  A'.,out  l'i70  a  large  chain  was 
attached  to  Chain  Rock  and  led  to 
Pancake  where  two  capstans  were 
used  to  raise  it  so  as  to  obstruct  the 
passage  of  large  vessels. 

Duke  York  Battery  was  situated  on 
the  southern  shoulder  of  the  crest  of 
Signal  Hill  and  mounted  eight  24 
pounder   guns,    tour    18    pounder   car- 


ronades  and  two  ten  inch  mortars.  Its 
daite  was  1796. 

Fort  Waldeprave — This  battery  was 
first  bu't  in  1797  and  named  after 
Admiral  VValdegrave.  It  is  situated  on 
an  eminence  to  the  North  of  Chain 
Rcick  and  vas  long  known  as  the  Bat- 
tery. A  dwelling  house  tor  the  artil- 
lery men  was  near  by,  also  a  large 
pcwder   magazine. 

Block  House  on  the  northern  emin- 
ence of  Signal  Hill,  in  1796,  mounted 
six  guns  on  the  ground  floor. 

Crow's  Nest  Battery  was  on  the 
crest  of  the  hill  known  as  Oibbett 
Hill  and  in  1762  it  was  taken  from 
the  French  and  as  it  commanded  Fort 
Wil.iam  the  French  Commander,  Count 
D'Haussonville,  was  compelled  to  sur- 
render to  Colonel  Amherst.  When  a 
mutiny  occurred  on  board  of  H.  M.  S. 
Latona  in  1797  (the  year  of  the  mutiny 
of  the  Nore,  three  of  the  ringleaders 
were  hung  on  this  Hill  hence  the  name 
Gibbett  Hill. 

Qui-di-Virti— A  small  fort  or  earth- 
work was  erected  here  in  1709  but  not 
being  maintained  it  fell  into  ruins. 

In  1763  the  French  sank  Shallops 
tilled  with  stones  in  the  narrow  en- 
trance and  built  a  redoubt  on  the 
South  Hill  overlooking  the  village. 
The  road  to  the  Cable  House  passes 
the  spot  on  the  south.  This  fort  or 
redoubt  was  gallantly  stormed  by  the 
Highlanders  under  Captain  M'Donnell. 

In  17C3  the  English  built  a  fort  on 
the  hill  overlooking  the  entrance  and 
maintained  it  until  1870. 

Cox  Marsh  on  the  Torbay  Road — 
Two  redoubts  were  formed  here  in 
17ti.«  mounting  18  pound  carronadei; 
they  were  each  one  mile  from  Torbay. 

Piperstock  Hill— A  small  battery 
mounting  three  guns  was  stationed  at 
this  point  in  1773  covering  the  ap- 
proach from  Middle  Cove. 

Torbay — A  battery  built  in  1773  on 
the  south  side  overlooking  the  beach 
mounted    four    six-pounders,    with    a 
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guard  house     attached,     and  was  for 
many  years  maintained  there. 

letty  Harbour  Battery  Tvas  situated 
01.  thp  old  Petty  Harbour  Riad  or.  the 
Hill  overlooking  Maddox  Co''e. 

Hayse  Farm — Petty  Harbour  Ruad — 
A  guard  house  and  a  battery  was 
!itatloued  here  in  1706  and  resisted  the 
attacks  o(  the  French. 

Portugal  Cove — A  battery  of  three 
guns  was  placed  on  the  top  of  the  hill 
leading  down  to  the  east  of  where 
now  the  public  wharf  stands.  It  was 
constructed  in  1766  to  preveiT;  the 
enemy  from  landing  troops  a^  that 
point  to  attack  St.  John's,  nine  miles 
distant. 

The  foregoing  gives  an  account  of 
ths  Forts  in  and  about  St.  John's. 
Other  points  of  historical  interest  t^al 
have  also  vanished  are  old  GoVwiu- 
ment  House  situated  on  Duke  of  York 
Street.  This  street  was  a  short  one 
to  the  east  of  Cochrane  Street  and 
running  parallel  to  it  from  Oowi  i-  to 
Duckworth  Street.  The  house  was 
built  in  1779  and  first  occupied  by 
Rear  Admiral  Edwards.  It  continued 
to  be  Government  House  until  1809, 
and  was  destroyed  in  the  great  fire 
of  1892.  The  garden  by  which  it  was 
surrounded  was  known  as  "the  Gar- 
den" for  many  years  and  was  celebrat- 
ed for  its  beauty. 

Prior  to  the  removal  of  the  troops 
in  1870,  the  Barracks  and  Stores  De- 
partment had  their  homes  and  store 
on  the  plot  of  ground  bounded  by  Or- 
dnance Street,  Duckworth  Street, 
Gower  Street  and  Dogstown,  the  build 
ings  were  destroyed  In  1892.  The 
Officer  Commanding  the  Royal  En- 
gineers lived  In  a  house  erected  in 
ISOO  where  now  Mr.  H.  Outerbiidge's 
house  is,  the  Engineer's  staff  house 
and  officers  were  to  the  north  of  it. 

The  Commissariat  House,  now  St. 
Thomas'  Rectory,  was  built  In  1801, 
the  offices  were  on  the  ground  floor 
and  the  dwelling  rooms  in  rear  of  ihe 
offices  and  on  the  second  floor.    The 


King's  Bake  House  was  on  the  corner 
of  Military  Road  and  King's  Bridge 
Road  nearly  rea^-hing  where  now  the 
Monument  stands,  from  the  door  step 
one  could  look  up  Gower  Street. 
Where  the  Day  School  stands  was  the 
Commissariat  Coal  depot,  and  the 
building  now  occupied  as  the  Bishop 
Feild  Hostel  is  on  the  site  of  the  En- 
gineers' work  shop.  The  Military  hos- 
pital was  on  the  site  of  the  present 
General  Hospital,  the  old  building 
forms  a  part  of  the  same.  At  the  east 
gate  of  Government  House  a  Guard 
House  stood  which  was  placed  there 
in  1834.  I  notice  that  some  writers 
place  the  date  of  the  removal  of  the 
troops  at  1871.  This  is  incorrect,  Ihe 
last  Imperial  Garrison  left  here  in 
July,  1870. 

Government  House — The  erection  of 
this  buD'iing  was  commenced  by  the 
Governor,  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane,  In 
1827,  artisans  having  been  sent  out 
from  England  in  the  summer  of  that 
year.  The  first  estimate  in  1828  of 
cost  was  £12,557,  to  which  was  added 
in  1829  a  further  sum  of  £5,567,  to 
complete  and  furnish  it.  On  the  whole 
it  is  said  to  have  cost  £30,000.  In 
1831  it  was  occupied  by  Sir  Thomas 
Cochrane  and  the  Council  and  Assem- 
bly as  well  as  Government  officials 
had  offices  therein. 

Colonial  Building  or  House  of  Par- 
liament was  built  in  1847  at  a  cost  of 
£100,000.  It  is  110  feet  long  and  85 
feet  wide.  It^  Ionic  Portico  is  borne 
by  six  massive  columns,  30  feet  high. 

Placentia,  known  as  the  ancient  cap- 
ital, was  early  occupied  by  the  French 
In  1662,  King  Charles  II.  of  himself 
gave  the  right  to  Louis  XIV  to  oc- 
cupy and  fortify  It.  In  Prowse's  His- 
tory a  mistake  Is  made  respecting  the 
foru.  Although  the  author  quotes  La 
Hontan  he  does  not  do  so  correctly. 
Early  in  the  seventeenth  century  a 
fort  was  r^rected  on  the  Meadow  Point 
opposite  the  gat  In  1662  Fort  Louis 
was  erected  on  the  Jersey  Side  at  the 
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entrance  of  the  gut  and  not  on  the 
town  site  as  stated  by  Prowse.  The 
remains  of  this  fort  were  very  evident 
when  I  first  saw  it  in  1S54.  In  La  Ilon- 
tan"M  nairalivf  a  sketch  of  tile  harbour 
and  its  sarronndings,  as  it  appeared  in 
lf)S9,  shows  Kort  Louis  as  above  stat- 
ed. In  IGSS  a  redoubt  was  marked  out 
on  Castle  Hill  and  was  afterwards 
completed  and  heavier  guns  mounted. 
This  was  kn6wn  as  the  Castle  Fort. 
Tile  bomb  proof,  the  remains  if  wliicli 
are  to  be  seen,  was  buill  by  tht>  Kng- 
lish  in  1713.  When  Placantia  wa.s  suir- 
rendered  to  Great  Britain  in  1713  the 
KuKlish  built  a  Fort  on  the  town  side 
of  the  Kut  and  called  it  Fort  P'rederick. 
Nearby  they  erected  an  Artillery  Bar- 
lacks,  which  I  have  been  in,  and  near 
the  old  Church  a  barracks  for  Infan- 
tiy;  both  buildings  have  long  ig.i  dis- 
appeared. 

At  (ianon  Point  a  small  red:)ubt  was 
built  by  the  Knglish  in  1715  to  c  ini- 
mand  the  Roadstead.  A  Block  Hou-ie 
was  also  erected  near  the  foot  of  Point 
Verde  Hill  where  there  is  but  a  small 
isthmus  separating  the  waters  of  the 
Roadstead  from  those  of  the  South 
East  Arm.  A  sketch  of  this  Block 
House  appeals  in  the  Diary  of  Prince 
William  Henry  (afterwards  William 
IV.) 

In  the  old  Court  House  there  was  a 
tip  staff  of  the  reign  of  (leorge  III., 
bearing  the  date  1772  which  is  still 
preserved.  In  the  Church  are  the  re- 
mains of  some  tombstones  of  the 
seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries, 
relics  of  the  old  Basque  and  French 
settlements.  There  are  altogethe  •  five 
stones,  two  are  in  French  and  tbroe 
in  Basiiues.  Archbishop  Howley  gives 
a  full  account  of  them  in  his  paper  of 
the  27th  May,  1902,  read  before  the 
Royal  Society  of  Canada.  There  is 
also  a  painting  of  the  Royal  Arms  of 
England  of  the  Reign  of  George  III. 
which  has  also  been  described  in  a 
paper  by  Archbishop  Howley,  ,'cad 
26th  May,  1908;   there  is  also  a  silv.?r 


Communion  Service  presented  in  17S7 
to  the  Protestants  of  I'laeen'Ju  by 
Prince  William,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
who  was  afterwards  King  William  IV. 
Prowse  says  that  the  wooden  Church 
was  built  in  17.S7  but  tradition  savi  it 
was  built  long  before  that.  The  Court 
House  was  built  in  1730  and  shortly 
after  that  the  Church  was  erected. 

Bay  BuUi,  Arm — First  Atlantic  Cable 
connecting  Europe  and  America  land- 
ed here.  The  S.  S.  N'iagara  arrived 
from  Valencia,  Ireland,  on  the  17ih 
August,  1S5S,  and  succ:;3'!ful  cnnncc- 
tion  was  made  and  ommuuication 
opened.  After  several  h  uirs  w  rkin,;; 
it  became  silent,  the  core  having  been 
destroyed  by  employing  batteries  of 
too  great  power. 

Bay  Bulls  Ridge — A  battery  over- 
looking Bay  Bulls  Big  Pond  was  erect- 
ed and  maintained  by  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  John's,  to  prevent  enemy  from 
advancing  on  their  town.  Nearer  St. 
John's  a  fort  was  erected  near  Old 
Road  leading  to  Petty  Harbour. 

Bell  Island,  Conception  Bay — Beach- 
Battery  placed  on  summit  of  the  hill 
overhanging  the  beach,  about  177fi. 
Burial  place  on  beach  of  Channel  Is- 
landers who  died  here  in  fishing  ships 
in  the  Ifith  century.  Place  still  known 
as  the  "Frenchmen's  Graves." 

Lance  Cove— About  1758,  a  New 
Englander  named  Greeley  built  a  pri- 
vateer at  this  place.  About  1772 
Greeley  left  the  country  and  sold  his 
property  to  John  Pitts,  a  native  of 
Exeter,  England.  A  headstone  is 
erected  to  Mr.  Pitts'  memory  in  the 
old  Pitts  graveyard  at  this  place. 

Little  Bell  Island,  Conception  Bay — 
Fortified  in  1096  by  a  young  English- 
man named  John  Earle.  In  this  year 
he  successfully  resisted  a  boat  attack 
by  French,  sank  one  batteau  with  a 
cai.non  shot.  In  1708,  during  Earle'^ 
absence  the  French  captured  the  Is- 
land and  hanged  some  of  its  defend- 
ers.   No  remains  of  the  tort  are  to  be 
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seen.     The  cannon   He   in   the  water 
cK;se  to  low  water  mark. 

Beothucks  or  Red  Indians — The  ab- 
original inhabitants  of  Newt'oundland, 
became  extinct  about  100  years  ago. 
Some  of  their  burial  places  have  been 
found  at  Tilt  Island,  one  of  the  Rag- 
ged Islands  in  Placantia  Bay;  Swan 
Island,  Bay  of  E-xpluits;  Indian  Bury- 
ing Place,  Notre  Dame  Bay,  and  Port 
au  Choi.x.  At  Fleur-de-Lis,  on  the 
North  East  Coast,  Indians  obtained 
Soapstone  or  Steatite  from  which 
they  manufactured  their  pots  and 
other  vessels,  evidences  of  the  manu- 
facture are  to  be  seen  in  the  hills  and 
surrounding  places. 

Bonavista  was  fortified  before  1696, 
A  strong  fort  of  eight  guns  were 
situated  on  Green  Island,  West  side 
of  entrance  to  Harbor  and  another  at 
Canaille  and  one  in  the  centre  of  the 
harbour.  Bonavista  was  taken  by 
the  French  in  1696  and  in  1708,  but  in 
1705  and  1762  the  place  was  success- 
fully defended  against  a  large  French 
force. 

Burin — In  1776  a  battery  was  erect- 
id  under  Cook's  Look  Out,  Ship  Cove, 
for  the  protection  of  the  place  against 
American  Privateers.  Another  Bat- 
tery wa3  erected  at  Shalloway  at 
r.bnut  the  same  date,  some  of  the 
guns  which  were  18  pounders  are  to 
be  seen  in  the  landwash. 

(tpc  Race  -South  East  Poui;  of 
Newfoundland  made  by  ships  on  their 
voyages  between  Northern  Europe 
and  Northern  America.  When  the 
calle  across  the  Gulf  was  successful- 
ly laid  in  1856  and  a  land  line  connect- 
ed with  Cape  Race  Mail  Steamers 
from  England  threw  overboard  water 
tight  cannisters  containing  news  mat- 
ter which  was  picked  up  by  a  boat  in 
waiting,  and,  on  landing,  the  news 
was  telegraphed  to  the  principal  cities 
in  America,  this  practice  was  contin- 
ued until  August  1866. 

Cape  Bonavista,  Newfoundland— 
The  traditional  landing  place  of  John 


Cabot,  who  on  the  24th  June  1497,  at 
eaily  dawn,  sighted  the  new  world. 
Historians  are  not  agreed  as  to  the 
landfall,  some  holding  it  to  Be  Cape 
Breton  and  some  Labrador,  but  the 
tradition  in  Newfoundland,  which  has 
bcei,  handed  down  since  1600,  points  to 
Cape  Bonavista. 

Cupid.s — Guy's  Colony,  under  the 
charter  of  James  I.  to  Lord  Bacon  and 
liis  associates,  was  founded  at  this 
place  in  Conception  Bay  in  1610.  Guy 
was  an  Alderman  of  Bristol  and  sail- 
ed from  there  on  his  colonization 
scheme  in  May  1610,  making  a  quick 
passage;  he  had  houses  and  mills 
(•reeled  before  the  cold  weather  set  in. 

Carbonear — Battery  at  Carbonear. 
Built  and  manned  by  the  inhabitants 
in  1690,  successfully  resisted  the 
French  attacks  under  U'Iberville  in 
1090. 

Until  quite  recently,  were  to  be 
s.cn  the  charcoal  pits  used  to  p^o- 
(iuce  the  charcoal  for  the  winter  heat- 
ing of  the  houses  of  the  earliest  in- 
liabitants.  Channel  Islanders  were 
iimong  the  first  settlers  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  record  that  they  called  the 
( harcoal  pits  charbonniere,  hence  the 
corruption  of  the  name  to  Carbonear. 

Cape  Ray  Cove — Point  at  which,  in 
1856,  the  first  cable  was  landed  con- 
necting Newfoundland  with  tlie  neigh- 
bouring Continent  and  ultimately  link- 
ing America  and  Europe.  The  cable 
was  landed  at  Cape  Ray  Cove  and  the 
steamer,  carrying  the  cable  proceeded 
towards  Cape  North  subsequently  con- 
necting with  the  shore  end  in  Aspe 
Bay. 

The  New  York,  Newfoundland  and 
London  Telegraph  Company  promoted 
the  undertaking,  Peter  Cooper  and 
Cyrus  Field  both  visiting  St.  John's 
and  personally  superintending  the 
work  of  laying  the  cable. 
Fogo — A  battery  of  six  guns  was 
erected  in  1776  on  the  hill  back  of 
Hodges'  premises  and  commanded  the 
atchorage  in  the  harbor.  A  lew  guns 
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can  still  be  seen  there.  An  American 
Privateer,  which  plunilercd  Twillin- 
gate  in  177"  was  driven  away  from 
Fnpo. 

Ferryland — Time  does      not   permit 
me  to  deal  as  fully  as  I  might  with 
thii-'  historic  spot.    1  may  say  en  p:;:'- 
sant    that   our   historians   have    made 
several  guesses  as  to  the   derivation 
of  the  name  and  have  asserted  that  it 
wa<j  called     \  erulam  by     Lord   liul'l- 
more  and     the  same     corrupted  into 
Ferryland.  It  the  historians  had  exam- 
ined old     charts  and  old     documents 
they  would  find  that  it  was  called  by 
the  English     Ferryland     before   Lord 
Baltimore's   time   and   by   the   French 
Frillon.     In   Abbe  Baudoin's  diary  of 
1696  it  ia  called  Frillon.     On  the  old 
charts   three   places   bear   that   name, 
one  on  the  North  shore  of  Conception 
Bay,  one  at   Ferryland  and  one  near 
Cape  Chapeau  Rouge  at  the  western 
entrance  to  Placentia  Bay.     The  one 
at    Ferryland    and    the    one    at    Cape 
Chapeau  Rouge  are  named  Ferryland 
Heads.    The  name  Frillon  is  Norman 
French  and  means  a  r.oise  behind  a 
stone.    Anyone  acquain;   d  with  either 
of  the  Ferryland  heads  can  see  how 
appropriate   the  name   was,   as   in  all 
Instances  a  large  gap  exists  between 
the  rock  off  the  heads  and  the  points 
of  land  through  which  the  sea  rushes 
making  a  loud   noise.     Ferryland  ap- 
pears to  have  had  a  fort  In  1620  and 
when  Lord  Baltimore  ■'ettled  there  in 
1628   he   fortified   it  and    the   Isle   au 
Bois,  and  in  1629  successfully  resisted 
an   attack   by   some   Frencli   ships   of 
war.     In    1678    a   Dutch    squauiou   of 
fou"-   ships    plundered   Ferryland.     In 
1694  Holman  defeated  the  French  at 
Ferryland.     In  1708  a  French  attack 
on  Isle  au  Bols  was  unsuccessful.  Var- 
ious other  attacks  were  made  but  the 
inhabitants  successfully  repelled  them. 

Harbour  Grace— The  British  Gov- 
ernment, about  1630,  erected  a  fort  on 
the  site  of  the  Pirate's  fort,  command- 


ing the  Bar.    The  guns  were  there  in 
iha  nineteenth  century. 

Where  the  Methodist  Church  njw 
stands  was  the  site  of  an  old  house 
known  as  Peter  Eaatons.  It  was  thjre 
that  Ri  !  rt  Hayman  lived  and  wrote, 
1630. 

Easton's  Fort  was  on  the  Bank  op- 
posite the  Junction  of  Carbonear 
Road  and  Water  Street,  and  com- 
manded the  passage  of  the  Bar,  it  was 
als)  called  the  Pirate's  Fort,  as  East- 
on  was  a  pirate  and  had  his  lair  furth- 
er up  the  Harbour. 

Keef's  Cove,  where  Sheriff  Garland 
lived,  was  at  one  time  fortified,  and  a 
hospital  was  built  there,  the  funds 
being  raised  by  public  subscription. 
This  hospital  was  afterwards  taken 
rver  by  the  Imperial  authorities  and 
used  as  a  barracks. 

C>!d  graves  at  Bear's  Cove  have  b-^oii 
traditionally  known  as  "Pirate's 
Graves."  Forty-seven  graves  were 
counted  at  one  time. 

The  pirate's  lair,  tradition  tells  us, 
was  around  Ship's  Head,  at  the  head 
of  the  Harbour,  where  Pirate  Easton 
used  to  careen  his  vessels.  Cannon 
balls,  old  cutlasses,  and  many  other 
naval  relics  were  found  here  by  old 
Captain  John  Stevenson,  after  he  pur- 
chased the  land.  Among  the  things 
found  there  was  a  curious  anchor,  and 
old  oak  sign  board  with  "St.  Sebas- 
tian" carved  upon  it,  an  old  Spanish 
windlass  that  belonged  to  a  large  ship, 
and  a  lot  of  foreign  timber. 

The  old  Court  House  stood  where 
Gordon  Lodge  now  is.  About  1810  the 
Justices  sentenced  a  man  to  be  iiil- 
loried,  and  to  receive  thirty-six  strokes 
of  the  cat  o'nine  tails  on  the  bare  back. 
This  was  the  last  time  the  Pillory  was 
used  in  Harbour  Grace. 

Heart's  Content— First  successful 
Atlantic  Cable  landed  here  by  the 
Great  Eastern  on  the  27th  July  1866, 
and  the  Anglo-American  Telegraph 
Coy's,  staff  Installed  in  commodious 
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Dulldlngs.  Four  Trans-Atlantic  cables 
are  now  working  from  this  point.  A 
redoubt,  in  "ancient  times,"  command- 
ed the  entrance  to  this  harbour. 

Red  Indian  Lake-  ^a^  of  the  Beo- 
thuck  Indians  seen  I  ^re  by  Lieuten- 
ant Buchan  In  1819.  The  remains  of 
wigwams,  canoes,  deer  fences,  &c., 
were  found  by  Peyton  id  Buchan 
showing  that  this  was  one  of  the  chief 
places  of  resort  of  the  Red  Indians  of 
Newfoundland.  Near  by  at  Grand 
Falls  are  the  great  Paper  Mills  of 
the  Anglo  Newfoundland  Development 
Company. 

Trepassey— a  battery  was  en-cteJ 
here  about  17G3,  some  of  the  guns 
still  remain  there  lying  near  the  site 
of  the  old  redoubt. 

Trinity  Bay,  Dildo  Island— Fortified 
about  1700.  Was  a  place  of  winter  re- 
fuge for  the  people  living  in  the  South 
East  of  Trinity  Bay. 

There  were  batteries  at  Heart's 
Content,  New  Perhcan,  Scllly  Cove, 
and  Old  Perlican.  Privateers  and 
French  depredations  kept  the  Inhabit- 
ants busy,  In  the  fifteenth  and  six- 
teenth centuries,  defending  their  pos- 
sessions. 

Trinity  Harbour,  Ryders'  Hill— A 
Battery  of  three  18  pounders  and  some 
carronades  were  planted  here  In  1780. 
Traces  of  the  earth  works  are  still 
visible. 

Trinity,  Admiral's  Island  and  Fort 
Point— This  was  the  head  station  of 
♦he  Fishing  Admiral.  As  early  as  the 
middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  can- 
non were  mounted  here  during  the 
fishing   season  as  a  defence   against 


pirates.  About  1700  the  Imperial  Gov- 
ernment erected  permanent  batteries 
here  and  stationed  a  small  force  of 
artillery  men  on  the  Island  and  Point. 
There  were  no  soldiers  there  In  1762, 
and  the  fort  was  in  a  dilapidated  con- 
dition, when  the  French  took  it  and 
threw  the  guns  into  the  sea.  Batter- 
ies were  repaired  and  remanned  In 
1763.  About  1800  a  brick  barrack  was 
erected  at  the  Point  Fort  and  a  bomb 
proof  magazine  for  ammunition.  Noth- 
ing now  remains,  earth  works  In  ruin, 
and  a  few  cannon  embedded  in  the 
sod. 

Fox  Island— At  the  northern  side  of 
the  entrance  to  Trinity,  is  not  really 
an  Island  but  a  Peninsula  as  at  its 
inner  end  it  is  connected  with  a  long 
beach.  A  battery  of  eight  guns  was 
mounted  here  on  the  outer  part  of  the 
Island  in  1705.  During  war  time  the 
inhabitants  of  the  north  side  of  Trin- 
ity Bay  were  ordered  by  the  Govern- 
or to  winter  at  Fox  Island. 

The  Church  Register  at  Trinity- 
Pounded  by  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Lind- 
say and  dating  from  1755,  is  the  oldest 
register  of  births,  deaths  and  mar- 
riages in  Newfoundland. 

At  the  western  end  of  Ryan's  prem- 
ises is  still  standing  an  old  store, 
known  as  "the  Pork  Store"  built  by 
Benjamin  Lester  in  1763.  It  is  pro- 
bably the  oldest  existing  building  in 
Newfoundland. 

Labrador,  Newfoundland — Fort  York 
built  at  Chateau  Bay  by  order  of  Gov- 
ernor Pallister  in  1765.  The  plan  of 
the  fort  is  shown  in  Prowse's  History 
of  Newfoundland  at  page  327. 
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